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There is a growing
body of evidence that
some modern rhino
horn is being carved and
passed off as antique
rhino horn items.

Itis also possible that
‘unworked’ pre-1947
trophy horns are being
carved and passed off
as antique ‘worked’
rhino horn items

Section 1| Executive summary

We analysed 300 rhino horn antique items offered for sale in 2017 through UK auction
houses, in order to find answers to the following four questions:

m Can we be sure that all rhino horn antiques were pre-1947 and ‘worked?

m Were CITES' regulations consistently flagged?

m Is the trade effectively regulated, and are suspect items properly investigated?
m Could the UK antiques trade be being used to launder modern rhino horn?

This Survey sets out our findings, discusses the main issues raised, and proposes
recommendations and next steps.

Background

Rhinos were once found throughout Eurasia and Africa. Today, three of the five rhino species
are Critically Endangered, meaning they face an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild.
Although threats include habitat loss and climate change, the most significant is poaching, due
to the demand for rhino horn from the main consumer countries of Viet Nam and China.

The current rhino poaching crisis began around 2007 and the two African species have been
hardest hit. Africa lost 8,355 rhinos to poachers from 2006-17; 7,179 of these in South Africa
alone. This is equivalent to more than three rhinos being killed every single day.

Rhino horn has been used in Traditional Chinese Medicine for millennia but, more recently,
has become fashionable as a status symbol, as a way of demonstrating the owner’s wealth
and contacts. The high price paid for whole horns is now the prime driver of rhino poaching.
Criminal trafficking networks use varied methods to smuggle illegal rhino horn to consumer
countries, often routing it through several countries, including those in the EU.

The sale and export of rhino horn is strictly controlled through EU and CITES regulations,
enforceable in UK law. It is illegal to sell rhino horn dating from post-1947, and pre-1947 rhino horn
must be ‘worked’, i.e., altered from its original state. It is illegal to sell ‘unworked’ rhino horn, except
as part of a trophy rhino head, anomalously defined as a ‘worked’ object. All exports from the UK
need a CITES permit, only granted exceptionally. Export for commercial gain is not usually allowed.

However, there is a growing body of evidence that some modern rhino horn is being carved

and passed off as antique rhino horn items. It is also possible that ‘unworked’ pre-1947 trophy
horns are being carved and passed off as antique ‘worked’ rhino horn items. Recent research
into the UK trade in elephant ivory antiques found post-1947 ivory available to buy, leading the
UK Government to conclude that this trade was detrimental to elephants in the wild. A ban (with
exemptions) on ivory is proposed.

As the conservation issues for rhinos are similar, it is surely time to examine the UK trade in rhino
horn antiques and to ask whether this may be detrimental to rhinos. This Survey describes the
findings of research designed to initiate this process.

The Survey

The 12-month Survey followed auction house sales for which online bidding was also possible via
one or more of three main platforms. It also included sales by one major auction house that sold
a significant number of high-value items through its own online bidding system.

The Survey did not include items sold by antique dealers, antique shops or private sale, nor

sales on the wider internet. We identified individual items, described as ‘definitely’, ‘probably’

or ‘possibly’ rhino horn, offered for sale during 2017 at auction in the UK. We documented how
they were advertised, which auction houses were selling them, and the sale outcome. We did not
purchase any items for testing, nor intervene in any of the sales.
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With a median sale
price of £400, most of
the rhino horn items
in our Survey are
vulnerable as a cheap
source of supply for
the illegal, commercial
trade in powdered
rhino horn

10 concerns arising

m We cannot be sure that all items offered for sale were pre-1947; no radiocarbon-14
dating was done to our knowledge. Where age estimates were provided, they
were in very broad ranges. 89% of all items came without any detailed provenance
(history) and 25% came with no age estimate at all

m Neither is it clear that all items described as rhino horn were in fact made of rhino
horn; no DNA-testing was apparently carried out. 66 (20%) of the 323 lots offered
were described as ‘possibly’ or ‘probably’ rhino horn

m 63% of auction houses offered only one or two rhino horn items in 2017;
expertise in identifying suspect items will be limited when so few
rhino horn items are seen

m Based on the auction catalogue photographs, all items could be defined as
‘worked’ but, in some cases, the working appeared minimal or crude

m CITES issues and export regulations were inconsistently flagged on auction houses’
websites, sometimes not at all

m Four auction houses advertised some lots in Mandarin, no doubt catering for
potential interest from Chinese buyers, and 17 stated the weight of the rhino horn
in catalogue listings (58 of the lots offered)

m Proper vetting of rhino horn antiques is hindered by:
— the cost and complexity of having them radiocarbon-14 dated or DNA tested;
— the rapid turnover of lots for auctions; and
— the lack of expertise in rhino horn antiques in all but a few of the auction
houses involved

m 84 of the 242 lots sold, for which the sale price is known, went for less than £200,
i.e. for potentially substantially less than the ‘grind-down’ value of rhino horn.
With a median sale price of £400, most of the rhino horn items in our Survey
are vulnerable as a cheap source of supply for the illegal, commercial trade in
powdered rhino horn

m Although professional associations such as the Society of Fine Art Auctioneers and
Valuers (SOFAA) and the National Association of Valuers and Auctioneers (NAVA)
work hard to promote and improve best practice, most auction houses (34 of
the 51 in the Survey) appear not to be association members, meaning that any
stakeholder engagement on this issue might need to be on a one-to-one basis or
that reforms cannot be easily made uniform without regulation

m Formal investigation of suspect items is hampered by lack of local experience,
resources, professional input, technical back-up and time

' Although this Survey is of rhino horn lots offered in 2017, the authors have continued to monitor activity during 2018.
We note that the number of lots offered has continued to increase in 2018. 338 rhino horn lots were offered in the
period January-July 2018 inclusive, as compared with 91 in the same 7-month period in 2017: a 371% increase year-
on-year. By July 2018, more lots had been offered than in the whole of 2017, with sales totalling a minimum of £1.2m.

2Some items were put up for sale more than once during the year.

3Sale price known for 242 of the 268 lots sold.



Number of individual items described as ‘definitely’,
‘probably’ or ‘possibly’ rhino horn item offered
for sale (with 80% described as ‘definitely’)

number of
rhino horn lots offered’

number of
rhino horn lots sold

main categories of
rhino horn antiques

number of auction houses offering
rhino horn antiques in 2017

number of lots whose description
included the weight

lowest price achieved for a
rhino horn auction lot in 2017

highest price achieved for a
rhino horn auction lot in 2017

Total sale price achieved for
rhino horn auction lots in 2017°

w
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Conclusions and next steps

The Survey has  The UK trade in rhino horn antiques was,
revealed worrying ~ Previously, little researched, but our Survey
has provided evidence-based information about
the types of items being sold, the prices they
command, and auction-house practice /policy.
It also provides a baseline for future monitoring.

loopholes and trends
that we consider render
the trade open to
exploitation by those
trafficking modern rhino
horn or cheap, older,

The Survey has revealed worrying loopholes

and trends that we consider render the trade

open to exploitation by those trafficking

ground-down of  modern rhino horn or cheap, older, ground-
re-carved horn  down or re-carved horn.

We outline recommendations for
m Consultation with stakeholders
m Further research and monitoring

= Immediate ‘best practice’ improvements: changes within the current
system that do not require UK legislation

m Strengthening current controls: these will take longer to develop and
implement, and /or require changes in legislative guidance, including
the introduction of a ‘Lifetime Passport’ for rhino horn antiques and
consideration of a ban (with exemptions) on the sale of rhino horn items



POACHED RHINO, SOUTH AFRICA | SARAH NELSON

Section 2 | Introduction

Rhinos were once found throughout Eurasia and Africa;
today, three of the five rhino species are Critically
Endangered, meaning they face an extremely high risk
of extinction in the wild.

In Africa, white rhinos now number c. 20,000 individuals,
recovering from just 50-100 in the early 1900s. Black rhinos
(Critically Endangered) now number 5,040-5,458 following
96% losses to poaching during the period 1970-94. In Asia,
Sumatran rhinos (<80), and Javan rhinos (67) are Critically
Endangered. Greater one-horned rhinos number c. 3,500
individuals, a considerable increase on the 200 animals
surviving in 1900; however this species remains vulnerable to
poaching, habitat loss and natural disasters such as flooding.

Rhino horn is in demand. It has been used in Traditional
Chinese Medicine for millennia but, more recently, has
become fashionable as a status symbol, as a way of
demonstrating the owner’s wealth and contacts.

The high price paid for whole horns is now the prime driver
of rhino poaching, and the rapid escalation in the black-
market price of rhino horn has led to the involvement of
criminal syndicates that may also traffic other illicit products
such as arms and drugs. Corruption in source and consumer
countries, from individual rangers and police officers to
prosecutors, magistrates and politicians, allows this illegal
trade to flourish.

The current rhino poaching crisis began around 2007 and
the two African species have been the most heavily hit. Africa
lost 8,355 rhinos to poachers from 2006-17; 7,179 of these
in South Africa alone. More than three rhinos are killed

every single day. If poaching continues at these levels then
numbers, currently just about stable, will begin to fall into
decline. Rhino poaching is reqularly reported on in the UK
media and the public reaction is one of revulsion and anger.

The international trade in post-1947 rhino horn has been
regulated by the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) since 1977. Recent calls

by Swaziland and from within South Africa to reopen
international trade have not, yet, found the necessary
support within CITES’ members. The usual way for
consumers, who are primarily in Viet Nam and China, to
obtain rhino horn is therefore via the illegal trade in rhino
horn from poached animals.

Criminal trafficking networks use varied methods to smuggle
illegal rhino horn to consumer countries, often routing

it through several countries including those in the EU.
Transport methods and routes change frequently, as does the
form in which rhino horn is smuggled; e.g., there are recent
reports of horn being carved into smaller items such as beads
before being smuggled out of Africa (Moneron et al. 2017).

There is, however, a growing body of evidence that some
modern rhino horn, or pre-1947 trophy horn (see Section 3
for current regulations) is being carved, or re-carved, and
passed off as antique rhino horn items (Gao et al. 2016;
Moneron et al. 2017).

Similar concerns about elephant
poaching led to detailed
examination of the UK trade

in ivory antiques (Two Million
Tusks 2017). There has been
widespread support (albeit
with strong opposition from
some members of the antiques
trade) for the UK Government'’s
proposal to ban

The rapid escalation
in the black-market
price of rhino horn has
led to the involvement
of criminal syndicates
that may also traffic
other illicit products
such as arms & drugs

“commercial activities
concerning ivory in the UK that
could directly or indirectly fuel
the poaching of elephants”.
(Defra 2017, Defra 2018a).

The UK's ‘Ivory Bill’ will ban buying, selling or hiring ivory,
or offering to do so; keeping ivory for sale or hire; and
exporting or importing ivory from the UK for sale or hire,
with just five exemptions: pre-1947 items containing less
than 10% ivory; musical instruments (pre-1975) with less
than 20% ivory; portrait miniatures more than 100 years
old; rare items more than 100 years old; and sales, loans
and exchanges between ‘accredited museums’ in the UK
and beyond. (Defra 2018b). The Bill will go before the UK
Parliament for approval.

As the conservation issues for rhinos are similar to those for
elephants, it is now time to examine the UK trade in rhino
horn antiques and to ask whether this may be detrimental
to rhinos. This Survey describes the findings of our research,
designed to initiate this process.
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Section 3 | Current UK requlations governing
the sale and export of rhino horn antiques

The sale and export of rhino horn is strictly controlled
through European Union (European Union 2016) and CITES
regulations (EU 2016), enforceable in UK law through the
Control of Trade in Endangered Species (COTES) regulations
2018, with fines and up to five years” imprisonment.
(Defra 2018b).

EU regulations on exports were tightened in 2012, in
response to evidence that criminal gangs were obtaining
rhino horn artefacts in Europe and trafficking them to
Chinese or Vietnamese markets (EU 2016).

All exports require a CITES permit, and export/re-export

is only permitted on an exceptional basis. Export for
commercial gain is not usually allowed. UK applications are
submitted to the Animal Plant and Health Authority (APHA).
The current law says:

“EU guidance on the export, re-export and intra-Union trade
of rhinoceros horns strictly controls the trade in rhino horn
products. It provides that no export or re-export permits are
delivered for rhino horns, except in cases where it is amply
clear that the permit will be used for legitimate purposes,
such as cases where:

i. the item is part of a genuine exchange of cultural
or artistic goods between reputable institutions (i.e.
museums);

ii. the Management Authority of the Member State
concerned is satisfied that the item is a recognized piece
of art and is confident that its value makes it certain that
it will not be used for other purposes;

iii. the item has not been sold and is an heirloom moving as
part of a family relocation or as part of a bequest; or

iv. the item is part of a bona fide research project”
(APHA 2014)

The sale of ‘unworked’ rhino horn in the EU is not permitted
at all, and the sale of ‘worked’ horn (that is, horn that has
been carved or significantly altered) is only permitted if

the horn is pre-1947. Anomalously, trophy rhino heads
(pre-1947) with original, unworked horns attached can still
be sold, and export permits sought, as they are defined as
worked items (EU 2017).

In May 2013, the UK Government imposed stricter controls

for ‘worked’ rhino horn antiques. A ‘Pre-Sales Approval’

CITES Certificate was introduced, which confirmed the item'’s
pre-1947 status before it could be put up for auction (AHVLA
2012a, AHVLA 2012b). The system was not very robust, in that
it was a simple online self-certification exercise, and in October
2014 the government changed the procedure and, effectively,
shifted the responsibility for verification onto the buyer.

The Pre-Sales Approval Certificate was replaced with a
‘Verification Letter’ that the buyer must provide, but only

if they apply to export the item. This letter must state the
weight of the rhino horn involved and an estimated value,
and confirm that it is a genuine and original pre-1947 work
of art, with no alterations, additions or re-carving. It must
be signed by a member of a ‘signatory panel’ made up of
representatives from several of the main UK antiques trade
associations (APHA 2014). At present, therefore, there is no
pre-sale requirement to verify the age or provenance of rhino
horn antiques.

The situation in other countries

Other countries are currently also considering/taking action
on rhino horn antiques:

m The Australian Government is consulting on a legal ban on
elephant ivory and rhino horn sales (Australian Parliament
2018, Johnson 2018);

= In the United States, eight states have passed state-wide
bans (National Geographic 2017); and

m A campaign for legal change is underway in New Zealand
(IFAW 2018; Jane Goodall Institute 2018).

Rhino crimes in Europe

Crimes involving rhinos are not confined to the
countries in which the species occur naturally.

A gang known as the Rathkeale Rovers is believed

to have been responsible for the theft of more than
90 rhino horn items (we found no media reports that
any of these had been recovered) from European
museums, galleries, auction houses, private
collections and zoos during the last decade.

14 members of the gang were arrested, tried and
convicted in April 2016. And, after a series of credible
threats detected by police to live rhinos in European
zoos, worst fears were realised in March 2017, when
a white rhino was killed for its horn in Zoo de Thoiry
in the outskirts of Paris. The culprits have never been
caught, nor the horn (only one was taken) recovered.




Section 4 | Survey methodology

The main aim of this Survey was to find out more about
the UK trade in rhino horn antiques and to answer the
following questions:

m Can we be sure that all rhino horn antiques were pre-1947
and ‘worked’?

m Were CITES Regulations consistently flagged?
m Is the trade effectively regulated, and are suspect items
properly investigated?

m Could the UK antiques trade be being used to launder
modern rhino horn?

Scope
We documented:

m The number of rhino horn antiques offered for sale in 2017,
and the number of sales concluded. We also included five
lots made from other rhino body parts (feet and hide)

m The types of items offered and their composition (Section
5.1, Appendix A)

m Their guide prices (minimum and maximum) and actual
sale price (if sold)

m Whether the age of the item was stated and if so, what
this was

m Whether a detailed provenance (history/source) was
available (e.g. part of a known collection; specific family
origin/by descent; reference in a publication)

m The auction houses offering these items, their location,
and the value of their sales and commission (Section 5.2)

m Whether EU and CITES regulations and export constraints
were flagged in online catalogues (whether per lot or per
auction), or in the auction houses’ general Terms and
Conditions

m Any items that looked unusual within their category, and
outliers in terms of sale price

Methodology

The Survey covered the period January to December
(inclusive) 2017. The items were found through search alerts
(‘rhinoceros’; ‘rhino’, rhino horn’; rhinoceros horn’), which
generated pre-sale e-mail alerts to us whenever items were
catalogued from three major online auction websites:
www.the-saleroom.com (345 UK auction houses
registered); www.Invaluable.com (1,192);
www.easyliveauction.com (133). The Survey also included
sales by one major auction house (Bonhams), which sold

32 high-value items through its own online bidding platform.

In total, all but 39 of the lots were listed on
www.the-saleroom.com

We obtained the item’s sale price from the live auction, from
published results or, in three instances, from the auction
house direct. We grouped the items into 12 categories
(Appendix A), and into four sale price bands: low (<£200);
low-medium (£201-£1,000); high (£1,001-£10,000);

top (=£10,001). The sale price excludes seller and buyer
commission and VAT.

We did not intervene to query any unusual-looking lots, nor
pose as potential buyers, and we did not purchase any items
for age or DNA testing, as we were advised by police that
knowingly buying an item we believed to be post-1947 could
constitute criminal activity.

Limitations

m The Survey only trawled auctions that offered online
bidding, whether live or submitted in advance. It did not
include auctions open to room bidders only

m The Survey did not cover items offered on general internet
sales websites (e.g., eBay)

m The Survey did not cover rhino horn items sold direct by
antiques dealers, antique shops, or by private purchase
from an auction house (e.g., if the lot did not sell at
auction but there was a subsequent sale)

= Information about sellers and buyers was confidential to
the auction houses and not available to us

m In 26 cases, we were unable to find out the sale price of
lots sold, as not all auction houses subsequently publish
these. Our analyses (Sections 5.1 and 5.2) therefore do not
take those sale prices into account
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Section 5 | Findings: Rhino horn

antiques sold in 2017 at auction in the UK

We identified 300 individual items, of which:

= 29 went unsold and did not reappear

= 9 went unsold but were offered again later
= 9 were sold and offered again later

m 7 were withdrawn before the auction

This means that, in our results, there are differences between
the number of individual items (300), the number of lots
offered (323), the number of lots sold (268), and the
number of lots for which the sale price is known (242).
Where percentages are given, we specify on which count
these are based.

5.1 The antiques

Rhino horn has been highly prized in China for millennia.
Associated with immortality and believed to detect poisons,
it has been used particularly for libation cups and carvings,
along with other household items and jewellery. These
artworks were much sought-after by earlier European and
Asian collectors but are now rare and in high demand,
particularly by Chinese buyers (Chapman 1999). European
artefacts dating from the 18th century onwards, ranging
from the everyday (e.g., walking sticks and boxes) to those
mimicking Chinese traditions (e.g., carvings), were made
using horn brought back from Africa and Asia by trophy
hunters. Rhino horn also became popular for blade weapon
hilts in the Middle East and Asia.

What kinds of rhino horn lots were offered for sale?

m We grouped the 323 lots offered into 12 categories
(Figure 1). Walking sticks (40%) were by far the most
numerous, followed by swords /daggers/knives (16%)

Figure 1 Analysis of the number of lots offered per category

and libation cups (11%), then much smaller numbers

for each of the other categories: swagger sticks; riding
crops/whips; knobkerries; carvings; jewellery; taxidermy
(three trophy heads with original horns, and five lots
using other rhino body parts); boxes/containers;
cups/goblets/bowls; and miscellaneous items

m Descriptions and analyses of each of the categories are
in Appendix A, information on selected items (those
specifically referenced in this Survey) forms Appendix D,
and a full list of the items is available online at
www.savetherhino.org/sounding-the-horn

m 80% (257) of the 323 lots offered were described as
‘definitely’ rhino horn, and 20% (66) as only ‘possibly’ or
‘probably’ rhino horn. Auction houses gave no indication
that any item had been DNA-tested to verify whether or

not it was made of rhino horn. We understand that these
descriptions are based on the auctioneer’s visual assessment

= 41% (134) of the 323 lots offered were described as wholly
rhino horn, and 59% (189) as partially rhino horn. Bead
necklaces, libation cups, carvings, bowls and cups were
usually wholly rhino horn, but swords and daggers used
rhino horn only in the hilt/grip, and 79% (102) of the
walking stick lots had rhino horn handles only

= Some items looked unusual: four bead necklaces (Survey
refs 81, 138, 232, 233)'; a libation cup (Survey ref. 216);
and a number of walking sticks (Survey refs 6, 63, 95,
96, 197, 198, 221), where the rhino horn handle looked
crudely fashioned, or where the physical fit with the silver
collar/shaft was poor

' Survey reference numbers (e.g., 81) are given for any examples we cite: these
selected items are included in Appendix D

@ Cups/goblets/bowls 8 lots offered (2.5%)
@ Boxes/containers 9 lots offered (2.8%)
@ Carving 10 lots offered (3.1%)
Jewellery 18 lots offered (5.6%)
@ Knobkerries 8 lots offered (2.5%)
@ Libation cups 37 lots offered (11.5%)
@ Miscellaneous 13 lots offered (4.0%)
Riding crops/whips 16 lots offered (5.0%)
Swagger sticks 14 lots offered (4.3%)
Swords/daggers/knives 52 lots offered (16.1%)
Taxidermy 9 lots offered (2.8%)
Walking sticks/canes 129 lots offered (39.9%)
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Rhino horn bling

TRAFFIC (Moneron et al. 2017) has reported on

an emerging trend, that of turning rhino horn

into jewellery — beads, bracelets and bangles — to
evade its detection in airports. Smuggling routes
are constantly changing and adapting in order to
avoid countries and airports where law enforcement
resources are being focused.

Figures 2 and 3 below show images of rhino horn
jewellery found on sale in Viet Nam. Our Survey
found 15 bead necklaces and one bangle, offered in
18 lots. All were of fairly standard appearance with a
single or double strand of beads.

The appearance of the beads varied: some were dark,
others blond, some oval, others round. We noted some
items where the beads looked similar to recent seizures
in South Africa (Survey Refs 81, 138, 232 and 233)

Figure 2 Raw and carved rhino horn items
for sale in Viet Nam including beads, bangles,
necklaces, cups and bowls

Figure 3 Rhino horn ‘jewellery’ on sale, Viet Nam

Rhino horn carvings

In 2017, records from the CITES database show that
43 export permits from the UK to Hong Kong were
granted, for 66 rhino horn items, code ‘HOC’ (horn
carvings) or ‘CAR’ (carvings).

The stated purpose for all of these was ‘T’
(commercial). This apparently contradicts Defra’s
advice to us that
“All exports require a CITES permit, and export /
re-export is only permitted on an exceptional basis.
Export for commercial gain is not usually allowed.”

Figure 4 shows rhino horn items seized in February
2018 by officials from Hong Kong Customs. The
items were found inside a kettle in the checked-in
luggage of a 25-year-old female passenger arriving
from Madrid, Spain. Itis not clear whether the items
were confiscated because they did not have CITES
permits, or because officials did not believe the items
to be genuine pre-1947 antiques.

Figure 4 Two suspected worked rhino horn statues

WILDLIFE JUSTICE COMMISSION, 2016
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How much do the rhino horn lots sell for?

We obtained the sale price for 242 of the 268 lots sold, for m The highest sale prices were generally for libation cups
which the total value was £1,287,855. Libation cups (32 lots) (average: £30,500). Other categories such as carvings,
accounted for £976,160 (76%) of these sales (Figures 5 and 6) bowls or taxidermy included a few top-value items as well

as some low-value ones, e.g., one taxidermy rhino head
(Survey ref. 110) sold for £26,000, but the other three
taxidermy items (non-horn body parts) sold for only £30,
= Individual sale prices for the 242 lots for which the sale price is £120 and £140. The lowest-value items were generally
known were in the range £30-£65,000, but the median sale walking sticks and boxes/containers (Figure 6)
price was £400; rhino horn antiques are not, on the whole,
high value items. Libation cups and carvings are the exception:
if these lots (38) are excluded, the median price is £300

m Guide prices (or pre-sale estimates) were available for 280
of the 323 lots offered’

m The 35 lots sold in our top-value category (=£10,001)
accounted for 86% (£1,113,960) of the total sales

m Libation cups seemed to be of particular interest to buyers:

' The 32 lots from Bonhams are among those not included as no guide prices were five sold for two to four times their maximum guide price
retrospectively available. The projected sales value for these 280 lots was £493,060 (Survey refs 2, 27, 48, 127, 191)
(minimum) to £730,145 (maximum). We obtained sale prices for 2110f these 280 lots;
80% went within their guide-price range

Figure 5 Analysis of the number of lots sold per category

@ Cups/goblets/bowls 4 lots sold (1.7%)
@ Boxes/containers 4 lots sold (0.8%)
@ Carving 6 lots sold (2.5%)

Jewellery 17 lots sold (7.0%)
@ Knobkerries 7 lots sold (2.9%)
@ Libation cups 32 lots sold (13.2%)
@ Miscellaneous 7 lots sold (2.9%)

Riding crops/whips 14 lots sold (5.8%)
@ Swagger sticks 10 lots sold (4.1%)
@ Swords/daggers/knives 43 lots sold (17.8%)
® Taxidermy 4 lots sold (1.7%)

Walking sticks/canes 96 lots sold (39.7%)

Figure 6 Analysis of the mean value of the sale price of lots sold per category

£35,000
£30,000
£25,000
£20,000
£15,000 -
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5.2 The auction houses

How old were these rhino horn antiques,
and how did auction houses date them?

Which auction houses sold rhino horn antiques in 2017,
and how many lots did they sell?

m We cannot know for certain how old many of these m 57 auction houses (Appendix B) offered lots for sale, but

items were. We found no mention of scientific
radiocarbon-14/isotope analysis having been carried out
to determine age and confirm that the rhino horn was
pre-1947. We understand that auction houses base their
estimates on visual assessment and on the item'’s known
provenance (history) where available

25% (81) of all the 323 lots offered were advertised
without any estimate of their age. 36% (47) of walking
sticks, 39% (7) of jewellery and 62% (8) of ‘miscellaneous’
lots were advertised without any age estimate. High- and
top-value lots, e.g., libation cups, carvings and knobkerries,
were more likely to have an age estimate (Figure 7)

Age estimates, where given (242 lots), were usually in
broad ranges e.g. ‘“18th/19th century’, “19th /early 20th
century or ‘Victorian’. 87% (211) of these 242 were
estimated to be either 19th or early 20th century

Specific manufacture dates, where given, were generally
based on inscriptions, silver hallmarks or other additional
features of the lots offered rather than on the rhino

horn itself

Individual auction houses varied in their approach: some
always provided dates, others most often did not

89% (289) of the 323 lots offered came without a detailed
or reliable provenance that could have provided a more
precise date and origin. All but two of the 11% (36) with
provenance were in the top-value category, i.e. had guide
prices of, or sold for, =£10,001 (Survey refs 27, 74, 127, 174,
191, 192, 269-287, 294-300). Bonhams' lots accounted
for 26 of the 37 lots with a detailed provenance

there were wide variations in the number, type and value
of rhino horn lots each sold

m Three houses (John Nicholson’s, Hannam'’s and Chiswick
Auctions) auctioned 44% (142) of all the lots offered: they
each auctioned between 42 and 55 lots. A further four
(Bonhams, Woolley & Wallis, Eastbourne and Toovey’s)
auctioned 24% (79) of all lots offered (12-32 lots each).

Thus, seven houses auctioned 68% (221) of all lots offered.

Five of these auction houses dealt mainly in low-/low-
medium-value pieces

m 32 (63%) of houses auctioned only one or two lots in 2017
(19 auctioned only one lot)

= Auction houses offering many rhino horn lots might be
expected to show more expertise and due diligence
in dating and identifying rhino horn, but one (John
Nicholson’s) failed to provide any age estimates for 42
(76%) of the 55 lots it offered, and another (Hannam’s)
self-identified only 23 (51%) of the 45 lots it offered as
‘definitely’ rhino horn. These were significant omission
rates in the Survey

m We noted too that some auction houses selling only one
or two high-value items provided excellent assessments
and provenance (e.g., Roseberys, and Dreweatts &
Bloomsbury)

m Some auction houses (e.g. Bonhams, Chiswick Auctions,
Sworders Fine Art, Woolley & Wallis) advertised some
rhino horn lots in Mandarin, particularly in their sales
devoted to Asian art. 17 auction houses sometimes stated
the weight of rhino horn (58 lots) (Sections 6.4 and 7)

Figure 7 Number of individual items that were dated /undated in each category
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What was the value of the auction houses’ sales?

m The total 2017 sales revenue of £1,287,855 (for the 242 lots
for which the sale price is known) is likely to be a very small
percentage of UK auction house annual total sales receipts.
Bonhams’ sales (32 lots) accounted for 70% of this figure

= 10 auction houses accounted for 97% of total sales
revenue (ranging from £13,350 to £903,790). These
‘top 10" houses were those offering: a high number of
low-/medium-value lots; a small number of top-value lots;

or, in one case (Bonhams), a high number of top-value lots.

Bonhams emerged as the UK’s main vendor of top-value
rhino horn antiques

m We estimate that auction houses earned commission of
approximately £575,000 from commission charges levied
on buyers (mean: 20.6%) and sellers (mean: 13.9%) for
the 242 lots for which the sale price is known. Bonhams’
commission accounted for 75% of this figure

Where are the auction houses located?

m 87% of the lots were offered in the south of England
(SE England, SW England and Greater London), with just
6% in central England (E Midlands, E England), 7% in the
north of England (NE England, NW England), and less than
1% in Wales/Scotland combined (Figure 9)

= We do not know whether this mirrors the distribution of
auction houses in the UK, or whether buyers and/ or sellers of
rhino horn artefacts are concentrated in the south of England,
or buyers/sellers choose to send their rhino horn items to
auction houses in the south of England (Sections 6.4 and 7)

Were there monthly variations in rhino horn antiques sales?

The number of lots offered per month showed a marked
increase from September 2017 (Figure 8).

Did auction houses highlight CITES” export regulations
for rhino horn to sellers and buyers?

Auction houses that highlighted CITES regulations regarding
rhino horn lots offered did so in their catalogue listing

for each auction lot and/or in their Terms and Conditions
(T&Cs) for sellers and buyers:

m 73% (237) of all catalogue listings did not highlight CITES'
export rules for rhino horn

m 51% (26) of auction houses did not cover CITES and
export rules at all in their Terms and Conditions (T&Cs) for
sellers and buyers. Three of the most active auction houses
(Eastbourne, Hannam'’s and John Nicholson’s), responsible
for 36% (116) of all lots, were in this group

Within T&Cs, wording on CITES issues varied from
absent/minimal to comprehensive. The following wording,
or very similar, was used by 11 houses:

“Export of goods: Buyers intending to export goods should
ascertain (a) whether an export licence is required and (b)
whether there is any specific prohibition on importing goods
of that character because, e.g. they may contain prohibited
materials such as ivory.”

(Lawrences, Survey ref. 2)

We particularly note those auction houses that highlighted
CITES issues clearly in their adverts and T&Cs, e.g.:

“Please be aware that lots marked with the symbol Y contain
material which may be subject to CITES regulations when
exporting outside the EU. For more information visit www.
defra.gov.uk/ahvla-en/imports-exports/cites. Prospective
buyers are advised that several countries prohibit the
importation of property containing materials from
endangered species, including but not limited to rhino horn,
ivory, coral and tortoiseshell. Accordingly, it is the buyer’s sole
responsibility to obtain any relevant export or import licence.”
(Lyon & Turnbull, Survey ref. 47)

Figure 8 Analysis of the number of lots offered per month during 2017



http://www.defra.gov.uk/ahvla-en/imports-exports/cites
http://www.defra.gov.uk/ahvla-en/imports-exports/cites

Figure 9 Map showing the number of lots offered (323) and value of lots sold for which the sale price is known (242) per region

Region

Total value lots sold (£) Number of lots
Dot size is proportional to number of lots offered

® Scotland

£280 2 lots
o

North-east England
£8,970 10 lots

North-west England
£2,650 11 lots

Wales
£1,2001 lot @

land East of England
East Midlands ‘ £28/710 13 lots

£25,930 6 lots

Greater London

£985,645 89 lots

South-west England

£168,310 30 lots South-east England

£66,160 161 Iots
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We wish to highlight
the anomalous position

quidance with regard

trophy heads which
have been defined as
‘worked’ because of
the taxidermy involved

Section 6 | Discussion

6.1 Can we be sure that all rhino horn
antiques were pre-1947 and ‘worked"?

Were all the rhino horn items pre-1947?

We cannot be sure that all the rhino horn sold was pre-1947
as no item had been dated by radiocarbon-14 /isotope analysis,
which is the only accurate way to establish age.

This is an expensive test (the Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator
Unit quoted £355 + 20% VAT per sample for five samples

or more) and 60% of the sold items in the Survey were sold
for less than this. The turnaround time for the test can be

12 weeks to 4 months, and the lead-in time for auctions is
usually much shorter.

89% of all items had no detailed provenance, and age
estimates were patchily provided, almost always in very
broad ranges. It is not possible to be confident how old these
rhino horn antiques really were,
nor from where they had come. In
20% of cases, it was not even clear
whether the material was rhino
horn. This may be a function of
the lack of assessment expertise,
particularly in auction houses
where few rhino horn items are
seen, or unwillingness to pay

for DNA testing, or company
policy with regard to how lots

are described'.

in the current EU

to taxidermy rhino

These findings suggest that a
combination of varied expertise
and company policy may be at work in terms of how rhino
horn antiques are described and marketed. Libation cups are
very high-value items and this is a highly specialist field. The
most authoritative English-language book (Chapman 1999)
is out-of-print and now sells on the second-hand market for
more than £130. Few auction houses, particularly provincial
ones, will invest in this book or have the expertise to assess
libation cups and there is a risk that more recently carved
versions could slip through.

The current position is that many rhino horn antiques are
being routinely advertised and sold as rhino horn without
reliable confirmation that their sale is legal, i.e. meets the
pre-1947 requirement. Unfortunately, metal (e.g. silver
hallmarked clasps) or other additions to one piece could
easily be removed and attached to newer rhino horn,
effectively ‘upcycling’ the antique.

'"We appreciate that auction houses must sell items ‘as described’ and are cautious
with catalogue wording to avoid recriminations from buyers, who may then have
their purchases tested and discover that they were not as advertised

Were all the rhino horn antiques ‘worked’?

Based on examination of the lots’ online photographs,

we concluded that they would be categorised as ‘worked’.
However, in some cases we observed that the working looked
minimal or crude. Unusual items would need to be properly
examined to determine whether the items are authentic, i.e.
of their time, or more recently carved.

We should note that radiocarbon-14 dating would not, for
example, flag as a problem pre-1947 trophy horns that were
later re-carved, in order to meet the definition ‘worked’.

We wish to highlight the anomalous position in the current
EU guidance (European Union 2017) with regard to
taxidermy rhino trophy heads. These have been defined as
‘worked’ because of the taxidermy involved, yet the horns
themselves remain unworked. We consider this to be a
serious anomaly as, effectively, this is enabling the continuing
sale of unworked rhino horn. These items could provide a
means either to traffic modern horn by mounting new horns
onto old trophies—there have been notable abuses of the
CITES export permit process, whereby the same permit is
used on multiple occasions—or to obtain and traffic original
horns, replacing them on the trophy mount with convincing
resin replicas (that could even be later sold as real horns).

Recarving of trophy horns

In 2013, Czech authorities seized 24 white rhino
horns and charged 16 suspected members of an
international ring with intent to smuggle the horns
to Viet Nam. Police and customs officials said the
criminal syndicates had links to ‘pseudo-hunting’ in
South Africa. The gang managed to get around legal
loopholes by employing proxy hunters who got
permission to legally shoot rhino in South Africa and
export the horns to the Czech Republic as a trophy,
strictly for non-commercial purposes.

The ruse was uncovered when officials from the
Czech CITES Management Authority went to verify
that the horns were still in possession of one of the
hunters. He alleged that he had arranged to have the
horns carved to create bowls; however DNA tests on
the bowls showed that they were made of wood.
The real horns had already left the country.




6.2 Were CITES regulations and
export issues consistently flagged?

CITES export regulations only apply to items that are to be
exported out of the UK, thus auction houses are not legally
required to flag these rules up in their catalogue listings or T&Cs.

We found significant inconsistencies in auction house practice.
80% of catalogue adverts did not highlight the CITES export
rules for rhino horn, and almost half (23) of the (51) auction
houses, responsible for 167 rhino horn lots between them
during 2017, did not cover CITES" export rules either in their
T&Cs orin their listings (Figures 10 and 11). However, a small
number of auction houses provided very detailed statements in
their T&Cs and adverts, proving that this can be done.

We are concerned that inconsistent flagging of CITES
regulations could lead to some buyers unwittingly taking rhino

horn items out of the UK without a licence, or wittingly doing
so and citing lack of information as a defence'.

Professional trade associations play an important role in
promoting best practice, but, as far as we can ascertain,

only 17 auction houses in this Survey were members of
these organisations. We know that SOFAA and NAVA, which
represent auction houses, and the British Antique Dealers
Association (BADA), which represents antiques dealers, and
the main trade paper, Antiques Trade Gazette (ATG), have all
provided training opportunities on CITES issues and actively
promote education and good practice (ATG 2018). However,
there is no overall regulation of auction houses in the UK and,
in the absence of strong self-regulation, a change in the law
may be needed to ensure due adherence to best practice.

' Pleading innocence of the regulations would not prevent the rhino horn item being
seized if detected

Figure 10 Analysis of CITES regulations flagged by auction houses per number of lots offered (323)

Clear note in advert 63 lots offered (20%)
Flagged with a symbol 23 lots offered (7%)
@® In Terms & Conditions 67 lots offered (21%)
@ Partial/Not known 15 lots offered (5%)
@ Nothing at all 155 lots offered (48%)

Figure 11 Analysis of CITES regulations flagged by auction houses per value of lots sold for which the sale price is known (242)

Clear note in advert 56 lots sold (74.3%)
Flagged with a symbol 22 lots sold (7.8%)
@ In Terms & Conditions 50 lots sold (10.2%)
@ Partial/Not known 7 lots sold (0.4%)
@ Nothing at all 107 lots sold (7.3%)
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trade in rhino horn
antiques is not being
effectively requlated

6.3 Is the trade in rhino horn antiques
effectively requlated and are suspect items
properly investigated?

Regulation

As previously discussed, UK auction houses are, essentially,
unregulated, and many do not belong to professional
associations, making it difficult to ensure best practice.
However, the more forward-looking auction houses do work
to develop practice, as do professional associations, but only
17 auction houses were confirmed as members of NAVA or
SOFAA, and neither of the two vendors who offered the
most lots (31% of the total) in 2017 (Hannam's and John
Nicholson’s), appear to be members'.

‘Best practice’ in this field may mean different things to
different auction houses. Some often advertised lots without
age estimates and never flagged up CITES regulations, while
others often provided good provenance and always flagged
up CITES. Many fell somewhere in between. We are aware
that a few auction houses (e.g.

o Christie’s in London and William
Our flﬂdlﬂgS George & Co in Peterborough),
SUQQGS'[ that/ have decided not to sell rhino
despite obvious horn antiques at all, because of
pOSitiVE efforts by Zheir internal policies on produ.cts
erived from endangered species.
the trade, the UK

All but 39 of the 323 lots offered
in this Survey were advertised
through www.TheSaleroom.com,
whose contractual terms require
auctioneers to be responsible for
ensuring that all uploaded items
are compliant with current legislation. However, given the
apparent widely differing perceptions of ‘best practice’ in
the trade, there are different interpretations of how far an
auction house needs to go in its pre-sale enquiries to ensure,
without doubt, the legality of individual rhino horn items.

Our findings suggest that, despite obvious positive efforts by
the trade, the UK trade in rhino horn antiques is not being
effectively regulated.

'We understand that some also work to Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors’ (RICS)
professional business standards: these are wide-ranging but do not cover professional
practice in the sale of antiques derived from endangered species of animal.

Suspect items

Auction houses are naturally alert to any suspect item as they
do not wish to break the law, nor do they wish to contribute
to the extinction of endangered species.

Pre-sale identification at the auction house relies on the
auctioneer’s expertise, but it can take years to gain this,
particularly for specialist items (such as libation cups), and
where few rhino horn antiques are seen.

We understand that some auctioneers will seek a second
opinion from a trade colleague, but the pre-auction
timescale is short. Some items may be withdrawn and
returned to the seller at this stage (7 items were withdrawn
from sale during 2017, although we do not know the reasons
for these withdrawals).

We have heard, via an auction house source who did not
wish to be quoted, that some auctioneers apply an informal
grind-down value’ test, i.e., if the grind-down value of the
rhino horn is greater than the likely value of the antique, they
will not sell it, as the rhino horn could be sold on for illegal
purposes. Rhino horn shavings currently sell at $10-20 per
gram for Traditional Chinese Medicine in Southeast Asia
(Amman 2018).

/

Auctioneers will report serious concerns to the National
Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU), or the local police Wildlife
Crime Officer (WCO). However, NWCU resources are
stretched, not all police forces have a WCO and, even where
they do, few have any expertise in rhino horn antiques.
Without expert professional help, technical back-up to test
items and funds to pay for such tests, it is very hard for local
police forces to properly investigate suspect items. Some
auctioneers may also contact the UK CITES team at Defra,
which has links with the UK Border Force.

www.TheSaleroom.com confirmed that it checks its site
every week and contacts the relevant auction house if an
item causes concern. If these concerns are not fully allayed
regarding CITES regulations, then the item is referred to
www.TheSaleroom.com’s CITES committee (set up in

early 2018) of senior industry professional experts. If the
Committee’s view is that the item should not be sold, www.
TheSaleroom.com will remove it from the site and inform
the auction house concerned. All Committee members act as
unpaid consultants and operate anonymously, so that they
can exercise their judgement without prejudice (Appendix C).

The significant challenges for both auction houses and the
police make it extremely difficult to ensure that suspect
rhino horn antiques are properly identified and rigorously
investigated.


http://www.TheSaleroom.com
http://www.TheSaleroom.com
http://www.TheSaleroom.com

6.4 Could the UK antiques trade be being
used to launder modern rhino horn?

As we were unable to test any of the unusual items we
noted (we were advised by the NWCU and the UK Border
Force that buying a rhino horn item we suspected to be
post-1947 could constitute an illegal activity), we cannot
say conclusively that laundering is taking place.

But with authenticity and legality unproven in all but a few
cases, our Survey found significant loopholes through which
post-1947 horn could pass.

These loopholes are summarised again here:

m We cannot be sure that all items offered for sale were
pre-1947; no radiocarbon-14 dating was done to our
knowledge. Where age estimates were provided, they
were in very broad ranges. 89% of all items came without
any detailed provenance (history) and 25% came with no
age estimate at all

m Neither is it clear that all items described as rhino horn
were in fact made of rhino horn; no DNA-testing was
apparently carried out. 66 (20%) of the 323 lots offered
were described as ‘possibly” or ‘probably’ rhino horn

m 63% of auction houses offered only one or two rhino horn
items in 2017; expertise in identifying suspect items will be

difficult to build up where so few are seen

m Based on the auction catalogue photographs, all items
could be defined as ‘worked’ but, in some cases, the
working appeared minimal or inexpert

m CITES issues and export regulations were inconsistently
flagged on auction houses’ websites, sometimes not at all

m Four auction houses advertised some lots in Mandarin, no
doubt catering for potential interest from Chinese buyers,
and 17 stated the weight of the rhino horn in catalogue
listings (58 of the lots offered)

m Proper vetting of rhino horn antiques is hindered by: the

cost and complexity of having them radiocarbon-14 dated

or DNA tested; the rapid turnover of lots for auctions; and
the lack of expertise in rhino horn antiques in all but a few
of the auction houses involved

m 84 of the 242 lots sold, for which the sale price is known,
went for <£200, i.e. for potentially substantially less than
the ‘grind-down’ value of rhino horn. With a median sale
price of £400, most of the rhino horn items in our Survey
are vulnerable as a cheap source of supply for the illegal,
commercial trade in powdered rhino horn

m Although professional associations such as SOFAA and
NAVA work hard to promote and improve best practice,
most auction houses (34 of the 51 in the Survey) appear

not to be association members, meaning that any
stakeholder engagement on this issue might need to be on
a one-to-one basis or that reforms cannot be easily made
uniform without regulation

m Formal investigation of suspect items is hampered by lack
of local experience, resources, professional input, technical
back-up and time

It seems possible that the UK antiques trade is being

used to launder rhino horn, whether pre-1947 but not
worked, or even modern horn. Identifying bogus, recent or
upcycled items requires significant expertise, which varies
from auction house to house, and / or routine pre-sale
scientific testing, which does not currently take place.

lllegal methods could include:

m Items containing modern horn, disguised as antique. For
example, we noted some unusual, crudely worked items,
and necklaces with beads looking similar to those made
from modern rhino horn and seized in shipments from
South Africa to Hong Kong and China in 2017 (Moneron
etal. 2017)

= Antique items may be ‘upcycled’, with an original part
made from e.g. wood or buffalo horn replaced with recent,
carved rhino horn. We have heard from sources within
the antiques trade that the number of walking sticks and
libation cups on sale has increased since 2010, and that
some walking stick handles look modern, or fit poorly with
the shaft. We identified a number of these in the Survey

m Taxidermy trophy rhino heads may be fitted with
convincing resin replica horns and the unworked but
pre-1947 original horns smuggled out of the UK by
unscrupulous sellers or buyers

m Pre-1947 rhino horn antiques may be used as a cheap
source of ground-down rhino horn. Cheap rhino horn
items will be worth more by weight as rhino horn powder
than as whole antiques
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discussions will clarify
whether the following
four recommendations

loopholes we have
uncovered, in the short

Section 7 | Conclusions and next steps

The UK trade in rhino horn antiques was, previously, little
researched, but our Survey has provided solid information
about the types of items being sold, the prices they
command, and auction house practice/policy. It also
provides a baseline for future monitoring.

The Survey has revealed worrying
loopholes and trends that we
believe render the trade open to
exploitation by those trafficking

modern horn or cheap, older,
ground-down horn.

Consultation

an shore up the  we outline here our

recommendations for consultation,
further research and monitoring,
immediate improvements within
the current system, and for tighter
longer-term controls. The latter
should include consideration of a ‘Lifetime Passport’ for

any rhino horn item being sold or bought, and a ban (with
exemptions) on the sale of rhino horn antiques.

and medium term

Call to action

Consultation discussions will clarify whether the following
four recommendations can shore up the loopholes we
have uncovered, in the short and medium term.

However, as poaching continues its relentless impact,
and with all five rhino species facing extinction in the
wild, we cannot afford to lose any time. We trust that
our Survey’s findings and recommendations will assist
and inform efforts to ensure that the sale of rhino horn
antiques in the UK is not detrimental to wild rhino
populations.

Recommendation 1
Consultation with stakeholders

We invite auction houses, antique dealers, trade
associations, policymakers, legislators, requlators,
enforcers and other relevant NGOs to join together in
discussing our Survey findings and the recommendations
we make below.

The aim will be to clarify points raised by our research, and

to agree what practical, policy and legislative actions are
needed, in the short- and longer-term, to ensure that the sale
of rhino horn antiques in the UK is not detrimental to wild
rhino populations.

Recommendation 2
Further research and monitoring

The Survey findings suggest several areas needing
further research and monitoring:

m A period of testing of all suspect items referred to the
police, using radiocarbon-14 /isotope age-testing (cost:
approx. £425 per sample), and DNA tests too, if deemed
necessary (cost: approx. £480 per sample). This will clarify
whether post-1947 items are, in fact, appearing in the UK
antiques market. All suspect items should be withdrawn
from sale until these tests are completed

= We are aware that the number of items offered for sale
monthly has increased markedly since September 2017.
Auction houses, sellers and buyers may be responding to
the Ivory Bill, anticipating action on rhino horn antiques,
and seeking to sell as many items as possible now, but this
trend needs to be monitored and explored to see why
there has been a such marked increase

m Investigation as to why 87% of all the lots in the Survey
were offered in the south of England

= Ongoing monitoring of UK rhino horn antiques sales using
the same methodology as in this Survey

m Expanding this research to include sales through
antiques dealers and shops

m Research into buyers’ motives for collecting particular
types of rhino horn antique



Recommendation 3
Immediate ‘best practice” improvements

‘Best practice” improvements could be implemented now
by all auction houses to make the system more secure.
Auction houses need to know, and state, whether or not
they are selling rhino horn, and reliably confirm its age, to
ensure that they are not breaking the law and buyers are
able to make informed decisions.

We recommend that:

m All items should be accurately dated before sale using
radiocarbon-14/isotope age-testing, unless a reliable
provenance is available. The age of rhino horn items
should be confirmed in every advert, together with the
source of the evidence

m Every listing using the term “rhino horn” in the description
should verify that it is definitely rhino horn, whether via
DNA-testing or a reliable provenance

m The weight of the rhino horn item or component should
not be stated

m Listings for rhino horn antiques that are highly unlikely
to gain an export licence should not be translated into
Mandarin

m CITES regulations and export requirements should be
flagged in every listing, and described in detail within all
auction houses’ T&Cs for sellers and buyers

= Guidance should be developed, in discussion with the
NWCU, UK Border Force and APHA, covering best practice
for trading procedures and for acting on suspect items

m Regular updates should be provided to auction houses,
particularly those in the south of England where most
rhino horn items are offered and sold, about suspect
categories of rhino horn antiques, such as recently carved
bead necklaces, ‘upcycled’ items, and inexpertly or
minimally worked carvings

Recommendation 4
Strengthen current controls

These will take longer to develop and implement,
and/or require changes in legislative quidance.

We recommend that:

= A’Lifetime Passport’ system should be put in place for
every rhino horn antique item offered for sale. It will
include a full statement of provenance, together with
accompanying radiocarbon-14 /isotope age-testing and
DNA-testing certificates

m Taxidermy trophy rhino heads should be reclassified from
‘worked’ to ‘unworked’ artefacts, as the horn itself is clearly
‘unworked’

m Only a small number of auction houses, with proven
expertise and which are members of e.g. SOFAA or NAVA,
(and similarly antiques dealers who are members of BADA
or LAPADA) should able to sell rhino horn antiques. This
would forge better links between traders, their local police
force WCOs, the NWCU, APHA, CITES and Border Force,
enhance expertise and investigation across the board, and
tighten up the system

= Investment into the NWCU and in local WCOs should be
increased, so that every police force in the UK has a WCO,
and that all WCOs are trained and well-supported in rhino-
horn trafficking investigations

= A UK-wide ban should be considered on the sale of rhino
horn antiques (with exemptions), along similar lines to
that proposed for elephant ivory
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Appendix A | Results by category

This Appendix provides a more detailed analysis of the 12 categories of items we found in the
Survey. The Survey reference number (33) is given for any examples we cite. A selection of these
is included in Appendix D.

The full Survey, including all 300 items, is online at www.savetherhino.org/sounding-the-horn

Walking sticks and canes

History

In the 18th and 19th centuries and up to the 1920s when they fell out of favour, walking sticks
were important fashion accessories, conveying elegance and authority. The late 19th century
saw mass production of walking sticks, with many specialist shops.

Walking sticks comprise a handle and a shaft that may be made of the same or different
material; if different then there is a joining collar of brass, silver, gold or horn. Handles are of
various shapes and may be intricately carved—animals, birds, human heads and other motifs
(Dike 1990). Rhino horn was sometimes used for the whole stick (often in several jointed
sections) or, more commonly, just for the handle. Prized as a status material, it was probably
chosen mainly to impress (Hart 1983).

Numbers

Items: 122 (41% of all items)
Lots: 129 (40% of all lots)
Sold: 107 (83% of the 129 lots)

Wholly or partly rhino horn?: n=129
Whole stick rhino horn: 21% (27)
Rhino horn handle only: 79% (102)

Composition: n=129
‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 64% (82)
‘Possibly/probably’: 36% (47)

Age estimates provided? n=129
Lacking age estimates: 36% (47)
Most were said to be late 19th century
and early 20th century

Comments

Sale price known: n=96
Range: £30-£10,000
Median: £180

Total value of sales: £57,700

Sale price (different types): n=96
Whole stick rhino: £100-£10,000
(median £1,000)

With rhino horn handle: £30-£650
(median £150)

Detailed provenance?
None

Auction houses
Number selling walking sticks: 21
3 auction houses sold 68% of all walking sticks

Almost all were standard in design and execution and many were basic (particularly those with
rhino horn handles only), with simple curved (18), straight (66) or knob (200) handles. Many
had silver fittings (63, 88). Seven items had more elaborately carved handles, featuring a parrot
(40), bird's head (260, 264), Leda and swan (249), horse’s hoof (227), fish (266) or human
head (140). Some looked inexpertly carved or had handles that fitted poorly with the shaft or
silver fittings (136, 95, 96).

The highest prices were gained for sticks made wholly of rhino horn (e.g. 173, £10,000; 83,
£7,500). The walking sticks were predominantly estimated as 19th and early 20th century, with
a few outliers. Specific dates, where given, were based on inscriptions/engravings (231 (1899);
190 (1907) or hallmarks (93 (1891)) found on the stick’s silver, gold or metal collars or the
wooden shaft. None came with a detailed provenance.
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Riding crops and whips

History

From the mid-late 19th century, rhino horn was in use as a status material in some riding crops,
hunting and other whips. The horn was used either for the whole crop or as a section, usually
the handle. With the rise in motor transport during the early 20th century, the use of elite items
associated with riding and hunting fell out of fashion.

Numbers Sale price known: n=14

Items: 16 (5% of all items) Range: £270-£1,400

Lots: 16 (5% of all lots) Median: £390

Sold: 16 (100% of the 16 lots) Total value of sales: £7,830
Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=16 Sale price (different types)

Wholly rhino horn: 38% (6) Riding crops: Range £280-£1,400

Part rhino horn (handle, or section): 62% (10) (median £350)
Whips: Range £270-£950 (median £400)

Composition: n=16 Detailed provenance?

‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 100% (16) One, vouched for by the seller’s family
Age estimates provided? n=16 Auction houses

Lacking age estimates: 6% (1) Number selling riding crops /whips: 6
Most were stated to be mid/late One auction house sold 9 items

19th century and early 20th century

Comments

Riding crops/whips were popular items—all were sold. The 16 items were: five riding crops
(e.g. 97), six side-saddle whips (e.g. 29), two hunting whips (e.g. 34), one elephant whip (38)
and one rhino horn whip handle.

Several had decorated metal parts—e.qg., tops or collars of silver or brass—decorated with
scrolling foliage (29), engraved with a dedication (115), or fashioned as a horse’s hoof (116).
Three had rhino horn shafts and antler handles (e.g. 46).




Swagger sticks

History

Swagger sticks are short, polished sticks, associated particularly with the British and US armies.
In the later 19th century, all ranks of the British Army carried them as part of their ‘walking out’
uniform, but this stopped after World War I1.

Today, swagger sticks are carried by high-ranking members of the British military, within some
other military forces in the world and in some civilian police forces. The original British Army
swagger stick was shorter than a cane, tapering at one end and with ferrules or caps of brass,
or nickel.

It was usually made of rattan (malacca) or other light wood enabling it to be swished around to
good effect. Later, when used mainly by higher ranks, the stick became shorter, with more ornate
ferrules and caps, some made of silver. Some sticks were also made from higher status materials,
including rhino horn and ivory (GMIC 2011, Swaggersticks.com (no date), Wikipedia 2018).

Numbers Sale price known: n=10
Items: 13 (4% of all items) Range: £340-£1,100

Lots: 14 (4% of all lots) Median: £600

Sold: 13 (93% of the 14 lots) Total value of sales: £6,610
Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=14 Sale price (different types)
64% (9) were wholly rhino horn, with white Not applicable

metal or silver mounts and caps.
Two were of rhino horn and ivory,
and one had a bamboo shaft

Composition: n=14 Detailed provenance?

‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 86% (12) None

‘Possibly/probably’: 14% (2)

Age estimates provided? n=14 Auction houses

Lacking age estimates: 7% (1) Number selling swagger sticks: 6

All were stated as late 19th or early 20th century ~ Most offered 1-3 lots; one offered 6

Comments

Four of these lots were described as Chinese, two as English; no specific background was given
for the others. Unusual items included a stick of Chinese origin with an embossed white metal
handle featuring men playing chess in a landscape (59). Another Chinese stick had a carved ivory
dragon head handle (139). One had been made for the Royal Warwickshire Regiment (239).

K10633ed Aq syjnsay | v xipuaddy



K106ayed Aq syjnsay | v xipuaddy

Knobkerries

History

The knobkerrie is a southern / eastern African club with a large knob at one end, usually whittled
from a single piece of wood. Some were made of rarer materials, such as rhino horn, with
decorative bands of metals (brass, copper or silver), and fine carvings on the shaft or knob (Pitt
Rivers Museum no date).

The knobkerrie was used as a weapon, or for hunting, and was a prestige object which also
had a ceremonial function. In South Africa it is associated with the Xhosa and Zulu peoples
(Capetalk 2017). Knobkerries are still widely carried and some young people have adopted
them as an identity statement.

Numbers Sale price known: n=7
Items: 8 (3% of all items) Range: £2,200-£5,000
Lots: 8 (2% of all lots) Median: £3,000

Sold: 7 (86% of the 8 lots) Total value of sales: £24,100

Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=8 Sale price (different types)
Wholly rhino horn: 88% (7) Not applicable
Partly rhino horn: 12% (1)

Composition: n=8 Detailed provenance?

‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 100% (8) None

Age estimates provided? n=8 Auction houses

Lacking age estimates: 13% (1) Number selling knobkerries: 6

Most were late 19th/early 20th century One sold three, all the rest sold one each
Comments

All except one were described as African and six were ‘South African’ or ‘Zulu’. All followed
the traditional shape, a tapering shaft with a bulbous head (92). One was described as having
some linear decoration on the shaft (104).

‘Operation Crash’

To date, more than 38 people, including Named “Crash,” a term for a group of
antiques dealers in Beverley Hills and rhinoceros, the covert operation began
Manhattan, have been convicted of in 2011 and involved four investigations
illegally trafficking rhino horns from covering:

Africa, resulting in more than $2.1 million
in fines, $5.6 million in restitution and
438 months in federal prison as a result of
Operation Crash, conducted by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

— the sale of raw rhino horns;

—sale of carved rhino horns;
-smuggling; and

—unlawful rhino hunting by U.S. hunters.




Swords, daggers and knives

History

Rhino horn was used for the hilts/grips of swords, daggers and knives in the Middle East,
Indian Sub-Continent, Asia and Africa. The 1980s and 1990s saw an upswing in the use of rhino
horn in Yemeni Jambiya ceremonial daggers, fuelling poaching at that time.

Numbers Sale price known: n=43

Items: 45 (15% of all items) Range: £80-£4,600

Lots: 52 (16% of all lots) Median: £440

Sold: 45 (87% of the 52 lots) Total value of sales: £37,620

Wholly or partly rhino horn?: n=52 Sale price (different types): n=43

All were partly rhino horn, Swords: £170-£4,600 (median £980)

used in the hilt/grip Daggers/knives: £80-£1,300 (median £235)

Composition: n=52 Detailed provenance?

‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 87% (45) None-though these adverts were generally

‘Possibly/probably’: 13% (7) more descriptive than for some other
categories

Age estimates provided? n=52 Auction houses

Lacking age estimates: 21% (11) Number selling swords, daggers and

76% of the 41 dated lots were said to be knives: 21

18th or 19th century Most offered 1-3 lots over the year, but one

offered 7, and another offered the same
dagger 7 times before it was sold. One item
was withdrawn before sale

Comments

Swords and daggers were of interest to buyers; all bar one sold the first time they were offered.
This category was the second-largest in the Survey and the 45 items (52 lots) included 22
ceremonial swords and 23 daggers/knives with rhino horn, with rhino horn hilts or grips.
Sword types included Kris (55), Gurade (143), Yatagan (78), Shotel (109), Kilij (229), Shamshir
(181), and Nimcha (230) swords, and daggers/ knives types were Jambiya (1), Khanjar (128),
Piha-Kaetta (220), Pesh Kabz (241) Khyber (252) and Rentjong (290).

Other lots were simply described as ‘sword’ or ‘dagger’. They came from the Middle East,
Indian Sub-Continent, Africa, Turkey, the Balkans, and Sumatra. Given the late 20th century
use of poached rhino horn in Jambiya handles from Yemen, these items need particularly
careful assessment when they are offered for auction. There were 8 Jambiyas in our Survey, the
largest single type of bladed weapon in this category.
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Jewellery

History
There are reports of rhino horn beads and bracelets in China in the 2nd century BCE, and this
tradition has continued in China for two millennia.

More recent rhino horn jewellery may originate from China, or possibly Europe, in the form of
bead necklaces, bracelets and carved rings. There have been recent seizures in South Africa of
jewellery items comprising beads carved from modern rhino horn, for ease of trafficking from
the country.

Numbers Sale price known: n=17
Items: 16 (5% of all items) Range: £65-£2,400

Lots: 18 (6% of all lots) Median: £400

Sold: 18 (100% of the 18 lots) Total value of sales: £12,805
Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=18 Sale prices (different types): n=17
All were wholly rhino horn Not applicable

Composition: n=18 Detailed provenance?
‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 67% (12) None

‘Possibly/probably’: 33% (6)

Age estimates provided? n=18 Auction houses

Lacking age estimates: 39% (7) Number selling jewellery: 6
Most were stated to be late 19th century or

early 20th century

Comments

We found 15 bead necklaces and one bangle, offered in 18 lots. All were of fairly standard
appearance with a single or double strand of beads. The appearance of the beads varied: some
were dark, others blond, some oval, others round (39, 153, 154, 208). The bangle was made
in a twisted spiral form (251). We noted some items where the beads looked similar to recent
seizures in South Africa (81, 138, 232, 233).

Figure 12 Beads on sale in Viet Nam




Libation cups

History

Rhino horn was thought by Daoists to have magical properties including an ability to detect
poison by fizzing when it came into contact with it. Elaborately carved rhino horn cups
appeared during the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE); these items are now mainly museum pieces
(Bidamount 2015).

Most of the libation cups now appearing at auction date from later periods, by which time
rhino horn was in very short supply in China (all species were extinct there by the early 20th
century). Most libation cups were therefore the result of special commissions from wealthy
individuals as and when a suitable horn became available. Many were created with great skill
and artistry. The assessment of these cups is a highly specialist field (Chapman 1999).

Numbers

Items: 36 (12% of all items)
Lots: 37 (11% of all lots)
Sold: 33 (89% of the 37 lots)

Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=37
Wholly rhino horn: 97% (36)
Partly rhino horn: 3% (1) (silver and
rhino horn)

Composition: n=37
‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 100% (37)

Age estimates provided? n=37
Lacking age estimates: 3% (1)

Most were stated to be Qing Dynasty
(1644-1912) and one was Late Qing.

One was 17th /18th century, and one was

18th /19th century

Comments

Sale price known: n=32
Range: £1,200-£65,000
Median: £31,000

Total value of sales: £976,160
(£807,960 (83%) Bonhams)

Sale price (different types)
Not applicable

Detailed provenance?
Provided for 29 lots

Auction houses

Number selling libation cups: 12

Bonhams sold 26 top value libation cups and
was the most prominent. One auction house
normally selling a lot of low- /low-medium-
value items, sold one libation cup which
represented 68% of all its rhino horn antique
sales income for the year

Libation cups were one of the highest-value categories in the survey. All but one were carved,
some intricately, with motifs including magnolia blooms with pine and bamboo fronds (193),
dragons emerging from water (192), riverscapes (48), and pagodas, bridges and islands (174).
One came with “a GMS certificate confirming that ‘Gemmological characteristics of these
items are consistent with horns produced by a member of the Rhinocerotidae family” (48).

Three libation cups were sold at prices significantly higher than their maximum guide prices,
overshooting by £31,000 (2), £16,500 (191), and £16,000 (27) respectively, indicative of the
high level of interest in this category. One sold for £65,000 (278), the highest price for any item
in the Survey.
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Carvings

History

The history of Chinese rhino horn carvings—full or part horn—is similar to that for libation cups,
and assessment is similarly specialist (Chapman (1999).

Numbers

Items: 10 (3% of all items)
Lots: 10 (3% of all lots)
Sold: 7 (70% of the 10 lots)

Sale price known: n=6
Range: £280-£32,000
Median: £10,750

Total value of sales: £71,600

Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=10
All were wholly rhino horn

Sale price (different types)
Full-horn carvings were sold for higher
amounts, as would be expected

Composition: n=10
‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 100% (10)

Detailed provenance?

Surprisingly, given the quality and value of
most of these items, only two came with any
cited provenance. One (297) was a carving of
particular significance

Age estimates provided? n=10
Lacking age estimates: 20% (2)
Six were said to be 19th century,
and one was early 20th century

Auction houses

Number selling carvings: 8

Three houses (Bonhams, Sworders and
Roseberys) accounted for 98% of the total
sales value

Comments

The 10 lots were varied in size, type and quality. Four were fully carved rhino horns, e.g., with
dragons and bats (247), intricate mountainous landscapes with people and animals, and a boat
carving with plants, trees, figures and eagles (74).

Others were smaller carvings with lotus flowers, leaves and seedpods, a ‘literatus’ under
a tree (53), small figures, a Buddha (99), and a small, mermaid netsuke. One item was
withdrawn before sale, and two were unsold, including the highest-valued lot (47, guide price

£40,000-£60,000).

Figure 13 Pieces of rhino horn painted
and disguised as the bases of three statues




Bowls, cups, goblets and saucers

History

Rhino horn has been popular in China for centuries in bowls, cups, goblets and saucers, because
of its reputation for detecting poison. Later European manufacturers emulated these styles.

Numbers

Items: 7 (2% of all items)
Lots: 8 (2% of all lots)
Sold: 5 (63% of the 8 lots)

Sale price known: n=4
Range: £320-£55,000
Median: £4,690

Total value of sales: £64,700

Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=8
Wholly rhino horn: 100% (8)

Sale price (different types)
Not applicable

Composition: n=8
‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 100% (8)

Detailed provenance?
One (281) was attributed to an ‘important
European collection’

Age estimates provided? n=8

Lacking age estimates: 0% (0)

3 were stated as early 20th century, 3 as
19th century and two as 17th /18th century

Auction houses
Number selling bowls, cups,
goblets and saucers: 6

Comments

The items included chalices and goblets (114), a pair of cups (75), a dish (49), two bowls
(both withdrawn before sale) and a saucer (281) sold for £55,000.

Two items (a bowl and a dish) were said to be Chinese, and one German (114).

Others were of unknown origin.
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Boxes/containers

History

Rhino horn has been used for centuries in China for boxes and containers. The history of
European manufacturer is less clear. We have been told that rhino horn boxes and containers

are unusual items at auction sales.

Numbers

Items: 8 (3% of all items)
Lots: 9 (3% of all lots)
Sold: 6 (67% of the 9 lots)

Sale price known: n=2
Range: £50-£500
Median: £275

Total value of sales: £550

Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=9

All were wholly rhino horn

Sale price (different types)
Not applicable

Composition: n=9
‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 89% (8)
‘Possibly/probably’: 11% (1)

Detailed provenance?
None

Age estimates provided? n=9
Lacking age estimates: 22% (2)

Auction houses
Number selling boxes and containers: 5

Comments

The lots comprised two snuff boxes (70), three seal containers (209), two jars (8), two storage boxes

(45). Four of these items were said to be of Chinese origin. One snuff box was said to be German.

Miscellaneous items

History

This category demonstrated the varied and unusual uses of rhino horn.

Numbers

Items: 12 (4% of all items)
Lots: 13 (4% of all lots)
Sold: 7 (54% of the 13 lots)

Sale price known: n=7
Range: £45-£1,100
Median: £90

Total value of sales: £1,890

Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=13
Partly rhino horn: 92% (12)
Wholly rhino horn: 8% (1)

Sale price (different types)
Not applicable

Composition n=13
‘Definitely’ rhino horn: 77% (10)
‘Possibly/probably’: 23% (3)

Detailed provenance?
None

Age estimates provided? n=13

Lacking age estimates: 62% (8)

Four were stated as early 20th century, one
was 18th century

Auction houses
Number selling miscellaneous items: 7
One sold 5 items

Comments

This category contained: umbrellas (268); various handles (91); three back-scratchers (58);
horse-hair fly whisks (207); carving tool (222); magnifying glass (206); gaming prongs (182);
toddy ladle (237); and a shoulder plane with rhino horn infill (126).




Taxidermy

History

Taxidermy'’s golden age in the UK coincided with the era of big game hunting (1880s-1920s)
(Jones 2016). Taxidermy rhino mounts could be the whole animal, or the head and horns, or
just the horns, usually mounted on a wooden shield.

In addition, taxidermy rhino feet were popular as containers, and the hide could be used e.g.,
as a table top, or as a shield covering. This category includes rhino trophy heads with original
horns, and items made from other rhino body parts, such as the feet or the hide.

Numbers

Items: 7 (2% of all items)
Lots: 9 (3% of all lots)
Sold: 4 (44% of the 9 lots)

Wholly or partly rhino horn? n=9

The table, shield and containers were formed
using rhino body parts. The rhino trophy
heads included original horns.

Composition n=9
‘Definitely’ rhino body parts: 100% (9)

Age estimates provided? n=9
Lacking age estimates: 0% (0)
Age ranged from 19" century to 1934

Comments

Sale price known: n=4
Range: £30-£26,000
Median: £130

Total value of sales: £26,290

Sale price (different types)

Three trophy rhino heads were estimated at

£30,000-£50,000. Only one sold (£26,000).

Three other lots made from rhino body parts
sold for £30-£140

Detailed provenance?
Available for two lots (one item, offered
twice)—a table with a rhino-hide top

Auction houses
Number selling taxidermy items: 6

The seven items comprised three full trophy rhino heads (76, 110, 111), two rhino-foot
containers (102), a shield with a rhino-hide covering (248), and a table with a rhino-hide top.

The curious case of Donald Allison

In October 2010, an antiques dealer,
Donald Allison, who had appeared

as an expert on the ITV programme,
Dickinson’s Real Deal, was convicted of
attempting to smuggle rhino horns from
the UK to China and jailed for 12 months.

The horns were concealed within a ‘log’
made of resin and fibreglass, on which sat
a specially-made imitation of a Viennese
bronze sculpture of a bird. The UK Border
Agency (as was) intercepted Allison at
Manchester Airport.

DNA tests established that the horns
had come from Simba, a rhino bull
that had been euthanized in 2009 at
Colchester Zoo.

Essex Police’s Wildlife Crime Unit
established that the rhino’s entire head
had been stolen after its body was

sent to an abattoir for disposal; under
regulations, bodies of protected species
must be incinerated after death with
nothing removed.
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Appendix B | List of auction houses

Adam Partridge, Withyfold Drive, Macclesfield SK10 2BD

Andrew Smith & Son, Manor Farm, Itchen Stoke, Alresford
S024 0QT

Antony Cribb Ltd, 39A Kingfisher Court, Hambridge Road,
Newbury RG14 5S)

Bearnes Hampton & Littlewood, St Edmund’s Court,
Okehampton Street, Exeter EX4 1DU

Bellman’s, The Red House, Hyde Street, Winchester SO23 7DX
Bonhams, Montpelier Street, Knightsbridge, London SW7 THH
Bishop & Miller, 19 Charles Ind Estate, Stowmarket IP14 5AH
Burstow & Hewett, Lower Lake, Battle TN33 OAT

C&T Auctioneers, Unit 4, High House, Business Park,
Kenardington, Nr Ashford TN26 2LF

Campbells, 44-46 High Street, Worthing BN11 1LL

Chalkwell Auctions, 2 Baron Court, Chandlers Way,
Southend on Sea SS2 5SE

Cheffins, Clifton House, 1-2 Clifton Road, Cambridge CB1 7EA
Chiswick Auctions, 1 Colville Road, London W3 8BL

Cooper Barrington LLP, The Methodist Chapel, Holyhead
Road, Froncysyllte, Near Llangolle, Wrexham LL20 7RA

Crows Auction Gallery, Rear of Dorking Halls, Reigate Road,
Dorking RH4 1SG

David Lay, Penzance Auction House, Alverton,
Penzance TR18 4RE

David Stanley Auctions, Stordon Grange, Osgathorpe LE12 9SR
Dawson’s, 9 Kings Grove, Maidenhead SL6 4DP
Dreweatts, Donnington Priory, Newbury RG14 2JE

Eastbourne Auctions, Auction House, Finmere Road,
Eastbourne BN22 8QL

Ewbanks, Burnt Common Auction Rooms, London Road, Send,
Woking GU23 7LN

Gerrards, St Georges Road, St Annes FY8 2AE

Golding Young & Mawer, The Grantham Auction Rooms,
Old Wharf Road, Grantham NG31 7AA

Hampstead Auctions, 12 Heath Street, London NW3 6TE
Hannam's, The Old Dairy Norton Farm, Selborne GU34 3NB
Hansons, Heage Lane, Etwall DE65 6LS

Hutchinson Scott, Embsay Mill, Embsay, Skipton BD23 6QF

John Nicholson’s, Longfield, Midhurst Road, Fernhurst,
Haslemere GU27 3HA

Lawrences, The Linen Yard, South Street, Crewkerne TA18 8AB
Lindsay Burns & Co., 6 King Street, Perth PH2 8JA
Lyon & Turnbull, 33 Broughton Place, Edinburgh EH1 3RR

Mallam'’s, Grosvenor Galleries, 26 Grosvenor Street,
Cheltenham GL52 2SG

Moore Allen & Innocent, 33 Castle Street, Cirencester GL7 1QD

NL Auction Rooms, Lodge House, 9-17 Lodge Lane,
London N12 8JH

Piers Motley, Bicton Street Auction Rooms, Bicton Street,
Exmouth EX8 2RT

Pippa Deeley, Unit 8, Quarry Farm, Bodiam,
Robertsbridge TN32 5RA

Railtons, Nursery House, Chatton, Alnwick NE66 5PY

Reeman Dansie, 8 Wyncolls Road, Severalls Business Park,
Colchester CO4 9HU

Roseberys, 70/76 Knights Hill, London SE27 0]D
Rowley’s Fine Art, 8 Downham Road, Ely CB6 1AH

Special Auction Services, 81 Greenham Business Park,
Newbury RG19 6HW

Stride & Son, Southdown House, St John’s Street, Chichester
PO19 1XQ

Summers Place Auctions, The Walled Garden, Stane Street,
Billingshurst RH14 9AB

Swan Fine Art, High Street, Tetsworth OX9 7AB

Sworders, Cambridge Road, Stansted Mountfitchet CM24 8GE
Tennants, The Auction Centre, Harmby Road, Leyburn DL8 55SG
Thomas Del Mar Ltd, 25 Blythe Road, London W14 OPD
Tooveys, Spring Gardens, Washington RH20 3BS

Unique Auctions, Vincent Court, Turnstone Road,
Teal Park, Lincoln LN6 3UA

Woolley & Wallis, 51-61 Castle Street, Salisbury SP1 3SU
Wright Marshall, Beeston Castle, Tarporley CW6 INZ



Appendix C | The process instigated by
www.TheSaleroom.com if a suspect item is flagged

The following explanation was provided on 12 July 2018 by Richard Lewis,
Chief Operating Officer at Auction Technology Group:

“Auction Technology Group (ATG), owner of Antiques
Trade Gazette and thesaleroom.com, takes a number
of steps to ensure that items offered for sale on our
platforms conform to current legislation, in particular
compliance with CITES regulations. These steps
include both education & intervention.

“For many years Antiques Trade Gazette has reported
on changes in CITES legislation. Antiques Trade
Gazette produces guides for auctioneers, dealers
and collectors demonstrating which antique items
can and cannot be sold legally as the legislative
framework shifts and legal interpretations change.
We also hosted a seminar on CITES in January 2017 in
partnership with the Society of Fine Art Auctioneers
and the British Antiques Dealers’ Association which
provided guidance on CITES to almost 300 industry
professionals and participants. The detailed notes
from the seminar along with the latest version of our
guide are freely available on the Gazette’s website
here: www.antiquestradegazette.com/cites-seminar-
notes. A few months before that event we convened
a roundtable discussion between Two Million Tusks’
campaigners and antiques market professionals
to provide a forum for all sides of the debate. An
extensive write-up of the event’s discussion was
published in issue 2252 of the Gazette in July 2016.

“Regarding thesaleroom.com: most auction catalogues

are posted online for 7-10 days before the auction.
As market professionals and to comply with our
contractual terms, auctioneers are responsible for
ensuring the items they upload are compliant with

current legislation. Since Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s
November 2016 TV programme highlighted a number
of non-compliant ivory lots on auction websites we
have engaged industry recognised experts to search
the site regularly each week for newly uploaded items
which may not conform to CITES regulations.

“Our methods have been regularly refined and

improved. The current process for screening
thesaleroom.com is as follows:

e The site is checked regularly each week

e |f we discover an item which gives us cause for
concern, we will contact the auctioneer

¢ In the event that our concerns are not fully allayed
regarding CITES regulations we will refer the item to
our CITES committee of senior professional experts
for their opinions on the item in question

o |f the committee advises that in their opinion the
item should not be sold we will remove it from our
site and inform the auctioneer concerned

“Our CITES committee was established in early 2018

and is made up of a number of senior industry
professional experts who have volunteered to act as
unpaid consultants to Auction Technology Group to
review items for CITES compliance. The committee
members operate anonymously so that they can
exercise their judgement without prejudice. This is a
demonstration of the auction profession’s and ATG’s
commitment to legal and honest trading.”
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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https://www.savetherhino.org/sounding-the-horn
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/cheffinsfineart/catalogue-id-srche10107/lot-ce2ad182-a912-406f-9167-a6e300c72fde?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
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https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/cheffinsfineart/catalogue-id-srche10107/lot-ce2ad182-a912-406f-9167-a6e300c72fde?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/lawrences-auctioneers-of-crewkerne/catalogue-id-srlawre10068/lot-a71dfe58-2ead-4811-855c-a6e100d379dd?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data

s|iejap ajes/aand aping

uonduasap anfiojejea asnoy uopany

Burysi) way)

S|1e}ap a[es pue asnoy uojany


https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6d92ea90-e4da-455b-9ee2-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6d92ea90-e4da-455b-9ee2-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6d92ea90-e4da-455b-9ee2-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6d92ea90-e4da-455b-9ee2-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-ef2ec8ae-5894-44f4-9452-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-ef2ec8ae-5894-44f4-9452-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-ef2ec8ae-5894-44f4-9452-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-ef2ec8ae-5894-44f4-9452-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-3b45d48f-9e9d-4077-b988-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-3b45d48f-9e9d-4077-b988-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-3b45d48f-9e9d-4077-b988-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-3b45d48f-9e9d-4077-b988-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6e5bdebb-2c9b-46c8-a067-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6e5bdebb-2c9b-46c8-a067-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6e5bdebb-2c9b-46c8-a067-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-6e5bdebb-2c9b-46c8-a067-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10099/lot-254b2616-25ab-4d4d-85d4-a716012f4763?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
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https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/hannams-auctioneers/catalogue-id-srhan10037/lot-7aeda223-849f-4096-b76d-a71b0153f86c?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/hannams-auctioneers/catalogue-id-srhan10037/lot-7aeda223-849f-4096-b76d-a71b0153f86c?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/hannams-auctioneers/catalogue-id-srhan10037/lot-7aeda223-849f-4096-b76d-a71b0153f86c?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
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https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/hannams-auctioneers/catalogue-id-srhan10037/lot-362112cf-ca22-4016-a404-a71b0153f869?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/hannams-auctioneers/catalogue-id-srhan10037/lot-362112cf-ca22-4016-a404-a71b0153f869?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/hannams-auctioneers/catalogue-id-srhan10037/lot-362112cf-ca22-4016-a404-a71b0153f869?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/hannams-auctioneers/catalogue-id-srhan10037/lot-362112cf-ca22-4016-a404-a71b0153f869?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/woolley-and-wallis/catalogue-id-srwo10140/lot-df368a31-4873-4e76-9730-a73100b5725f?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/woolley-and-wallis/catalogue-id-srwo10140/lot-df368a31-4873-4e76-9730-a73100b5725f?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/woolley-and-wallis/catalogue-id-srwo10140/lot-df368a31-4873-4e76-9730-a73100b5725f?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/woolley-and-wallis/catalogue-id-srwo10140/lot-df368a31-4873-4e76-9730-a73100b5725f?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/woolley-and-wallis/catalogue-id-srwo10140/lot-df368a31-4873-4e76-9730-a73100b5725f?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-eb898301-895c-4993-a0f4-a735011cfabc?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-eb898301-895c-4993-a0f4-a735011cfabc?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-eb898301-895c-4993-a0f4-a735011cfabc?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-eb898301-895c-4993-a0f4-a735011cfabc?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-739b4b44-6a67-4351-a08d-a735011cfabe?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-739b4b44-6a67-4351-a08d-a735011cfabe?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
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https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-4f657547-0b0e-4941-b01f-a735011cfabe?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-4f657547-0b0e-4941-b01f-a735011cfabe?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/tooveys/catalogue-id-srtoo10106/lot-4f657547-0b0e-4941-b01f-a735011cfabe?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
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https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10149/lot-9cf5bd76-cac8-4685-8ba0-a73600e3bbc7?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10149/lot-9cf5bd76-cac8-4685-8ba0-a73600e3bbc7?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10149/lot-9cf5bd76-cac8-4685-8ba0-a73600e3bbc7?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10149/lot-9cf5bd76-cac8-4685-8ba0-a73600e3bbc7?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10149/lot-9cf5bd76-cac8-4685-8ba0-a73600e3bbc7?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/woolley-and-wallis/catalogue-id-srwo10142/lot-21286afc-b29d-4ee1-997d-a73900fc0716?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/woolley-and-wallis/catalogue-id-srwo10142/lot-21286afc-b29d-4ee1-997d-a73900fc0716?utm_source=auction-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=auction-alert&utm_content=lot-view-link
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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https://www.eastbourneauction.com/catalogue/lots/EAEB72C8CED985DD8183CC8721316ECFE311F992F93DCD0DCB74AC02B3EDEFF3/1DAD09680FE122841B8E6C1F4CC703F8/test-auction-lot-434/?d&searchTerm=rhino%20horn&global
https://www.eastbourneauction.com/catalogue/lots/EAEB72C8CED985DD8183CC8721316ECFE311F992F93DCD0DCB74AC02B3EDEFF3/1DAD09680FE122841B8E6C1F4CC703F8/test-auction-lot-434/?d&searchTerm=rhino%20horn&global
https://www.eastbourneauction.com/catalogue/lots/0FE3408F1AAAF47F41ADBB605264708DCFAC3D86F62A249CCF747A7BC3A0FE2D/1DAD09680FE122841B8E6C1F4CC703F8/test-auction-lot-509/?d&searchTerm=rhino%20horn&global
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/24198/lot/153/
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Appendix D | The Survey: Detailed data
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